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leling the behavior of (iv)( — )-ethylsuccinic anhydride1 2 

(III) . ( —)-IIb, on the other hand, has a plain nega
tive dispersion curve, as does (S) ( — )-methylsuccinic 
anhydride (IV), and so belongs to the enantiomorphic 
series. The fact t ha t olefins Ia and Ib of opposite 
configurational series13 afford products which are also 
of opposite configuration shows tha t both olefins react 

H R 

( - ) - I I a , R = ( - ) - H b , R = 
CH 2 CH=C( CH3)C6H6 CH 2 CH=C( CH3 H-C6H1, 

( - ) - I I I , R = CH2CH3 ( - ) - I V , R = CH3 

(12) A. Fredga, "The Svedberg," (Memorial Volume), 1944, p. 261; 
Chem. Abstr., 39, 1392 (1945). 

(13) For the absolute configuration of Ia, see D. J. Cram and J. Allinger, 
J. Am. Chem. Soc, 76, 4516 (1954). The absolute configuration of citronel-
lal, from which Ib is derived, is given by A. J. Birch, Ann. Rept. Progr. Chem. 
(Chem. Soc. London), 47, 192 (1950). 
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The origins of the lunar surface features, of the complexities of 
meteoritic mineralogy, and of the solar system itself are the 
problems discussed in this brief survey of the solar system: 
first a guided tour of the moon, then an outline of the isotopic 
abundance estimates in the proto-solar system from meteoritic 
analyses. Two sections cover the formation of the solar system 
while the last section presents recent ideas on nucleogenesis. 
Chemistry is prominent in the discussion whether as a tool in the 
isotopic analysis or more centrally in the examination of the 
chemistry of iron and the anomalously low density of the earth's 
core. 

These subjects do not allow easy exposition. Unresolved prob
lems abound for every object, while no broad hypothesis organizes 
the available information coherently. Most readers will be un
willing to make the effort to keep track of meteoritic composition, 
meteorite by meteorite, phase by phase, isotope by isotope. 
Yet this is the raw material upon which our understanding must 
be built. 

It is unfortunate that Professor Urey has allow-ed this to be 
published as an edited transcription of the recorded lectures. 
Although it constitutes a reasonable summary of our knowledge in 
April, 1963, the manner of presentation and careless proof-read
ing limit this reader's confidence in the text. As such it joins 
other ephemeral literature (meeting summaries?) as an unreliable, 
partially redundant, exposition. The author has failed us by 
his own high standards as expressed in his earlier monograph, 
"The Planets ," (Yale University Press, Xew Haven, Conn., 
1952). 
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"Nuclear Chemistry" sets a new standard of excellence for 
writing in the field. The level of discussion and organization of 
material are well suited to inexperienced students and workers 
desiring to do experiments involving the use of radioactivity. 
Older workers who have not kept up with the rapid improvement 

in the same stereochemical sense, regardless of the 
nature of the group R. 

Moreover, using models which correspond approxi
mately to either endo or exo addition (illustrated in 
Fig. 2 for the reaction of Ia) , it appears tha t the only 
orientation of reactants consistent with the stereo
chemical results is tha t in which the bulky phenyl 
(or isohexyl) group is oriented away from the dieno-
phile partner. Orientation thus appears to be governed 
by simple steric considerations. 

Further experiments to verify this mechanism by the 
use of deuterium-labeled olefins are in progress. 
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in techniques and instruments will also find the book very useful. 
The outstanding attribute of the book is its stress on coherence in 
the design of experiments—the need to consider the whole experi
ment when planning each of the steps involved. 

The three authors, each with considerable experience in 
modern nuclear chemistry, have collaborated to produce a 
concise and uniformly well written text. They give neither 
microscopic detail nor a catalog of applications, but rather the 
fundamental principles involved in all applications. For ad
ditional details, a carefully selected list of references, most of 
them to review articles or recent research papers, is given. 

The contents include brief discussions of nuclear decay modes, 
growth-decay relationships, and interactions of radiation with 
matter, followed by more detailed accounts of the production of 
radionuclides, chemical separations, and detection devices and 
techniques. Two general areas merit special attention. 

The chapter on "Separation Techniques" is a good example of 
the emphasis on coherence. An introductory section cautions 
the reader against pitfalls unique to separations at tracer con
centrations. "Strategy of a Separation" demonstrates the need 
to integrate the separation with the rest of the experiment; that 
is, the method selected is dependent on the form of the target 
material, the half-life, and decay properties of the nuclide, and 
the counting technique to be used. This treatment is a welcome 
change from the more fragmented "cookbook" approach that 
characterized much previous writing in the field. The con
cluding section gives brief coverage of several frequently used 
separation techniques. 

A serious deficiency of most students in nuclear chemistry is 
the lack of training in electronics. The sections on detection 
devices and associated electronics will be particularly useful to 
those in that category. The input- and output-pulse character
istics of a wide variety of detectors and standard "black boxes" 
are given, along with the pros and cons of each in sufficient detail 
to allow one to put together the optimum system in most applica
tions. The authors' considerable experience in 7-ray spectros
copy shows up in the exceedingly good description of techniques 
of that important area. 

The only error worthy of mention occurs in the discussion of 
the mass surface and /3-decay energies. Instead of mass ex
cesses, binding energies have been used, but without taking into 
account the iH'-oii1 mass difference. This confusion has, un
fortunately, been prevalent in the standard textbooks of nuclear 
chemistry. 

In short, "Nuclear Chemistry" is a welcome addition to the 
field. The reviewer regrets only that the authors have not 
gone ahead to produce an entire textbook written in the style of 
this book, as one is sorely needed. 
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